
Lesson: If the World Were 100 People 

 

This lesson can be utilized using a variety of materials, as the concept of distilling the global population into 

100 people (essentially, expressing the population in percent) is common. The two best resources to use are:  

 

• https://www.100people.org/index.php, a website with excellent statistics-based resources and lesson 

plans around the 100 People theme. 

 

• If the World Were a Village book and summary video, great for younger audiences: 

o https://www.kidscanpress.com/products/if-world-were-village 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrcOdLYBIw0 

 

Most who complete this activity, first by predicting and then by researching, will be surprised at what world 

demographics look like. Most North Americans would be shocked by the disproportionate population of our 

continent and Asia, or the religious distribution.  

 

 

I. Preparation  

 

Using the If the world were a village book and video, or the World in 100 people website, create a predictive 

questionnaire using statistics most relevant or interesting for your students. Use whichever types of statistics you expect 

may be most interesting or challenging for your students. One example is provided in appendix 1: 

 
 

 

II. Predictive Activity 
 

Students, in groups or pairs, are asked to predict the answers to the statistics handout they are given, without using web 

or book resources. Most students’ predictions will be far off from the reality. This was tested with a group of preservice 

teachers, few of whom came close in most of their predictions. Once complete, each group/pair will join with another 

and compare their answers. 

 

 

III. Research Activity 

 

Each group will, using whichever resources you decide (the book, website, etc) will fill out the handout with the correct 

statistics, and compare them with their predictions.  

 
 

 

IV. Reflection 

 

In groups, have students reflect on how their predictions differed from the reality, and to write a reflective paragraph on 

why they think their predictions differed. As a whole class, discuss this disparity. This lesson can be a useful means to 

introduce to students how our lives in the developed world are atypical of most global citizens in a variety of ways.  

 

Sample question to pose to students:  

 

https://www.100people.org/index.php
https://www.kidscanpress.com/products/if-world-were-village
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrcOdLYBIw0


• How are there so many (>30%) Christians, when Europe, Latin American, and North American populations are 

so small – and many are non-religious to boot? This is a useful question to pose for several reasons. For one: 

many take for granted that Christianity is a “white/western” religion, and think of the Christian world as 

European and North American. In fact, Christianity is a prominent religion throughout Africa and parts of Asia, 

as a result of European colonialism and because of Christianity’s early history. Christianity developed and 

flourished in western Asia, not western Europe.  

• In our country, we describe people of Asian and African descent as “visible minorities.” When we think 

globally, however, is this appropriate?  

• What statistic most surprised you, and why? 
 

 

Differentiation 

      

 

Assessment and Evaluation: 

 

 

Adaptations and IPPs: 

      

 

Self-assessment: 

 
What went well in this lesson? Why?  

What challenges did I face? Why? 

Was could I have done differently?  

What did I learn from this experience  

that will help me in the future?  

 

  



Appendix 1: Predictive Handout 

 

Gender __ would be female 

__ would be male 

Age __ would be 0-14 

__ would be 15-64 

__ would be 65 and older 

Geography __ would be from Asia 

__ would be from Africa 

__ would be from Europe 

__ would be from Latin America & the Caribbean 

__ would be from North America 

Religion __ would be Christian 

__ would be Muslim 

__ would not be religious or identify themselves 

as being aligned with a particular faith 

__ would be Hindu 

__ would be Buddhist 

__ would believe in other religions 

First Language __ would speak Chinese 

__ would speak Spanish 

__ would speak English 

__ would speak Hindi 

__ would speak Arabic 

__ would speak Bengali 

__ would speak Portuguese 

__ would speak Russian 



__ would speak Japanese 

__ would speak other languages 

Overall Literacy __ would be able to read and write 

__ would not 

Literacy by Gender    __% of males would be able to read and write 

__% of males would not be able to read and write 

__% of females would be able to read and write 

__% of females would not be able to read and write 

Education __% of eligible males would have a 

primary school education 

__% of eligible females would have a 

primary school education 

 

__% of eligible males would have a 

secondary school education 

__% of eligible females would have a 

secondary school education 

 

__ would have a college degree 

Shelter __ people would have a place to shelter them 

from the wind and the rain, but __ would not 

Urban/Rural __ would be urban dwellers 

__ would be rural dwellers 

Drinking Water __ would have access to safe drinking water 

__ would use unimproved water 

Food __ would be undernourished 



Infectious Disease __ would have HIV/AIDS 

__ would have tuberculosis 

Poverty __ would live on less than $1.90 USD per day 

Electricity __ would have electricity 

__ would not 

Technology __ would be cell phone users 

__ would be active internet users 

__ live in an area with a mobile- cellular network 

 

Appendix 2: Answers for Appendix 1, based upon 

https://www.100people.org/statistics_detailed_statistics.php 

 

Gender 50 would be female 

50 would be male 

Age 25 would be 0-14 

66 would be 15-64 

9 would be 65 and older 

Geography 60 would be from Asia 

16 would be from Africa 

10 would be from Europe 

9 would be from Latin America & the Caribbean 

5 would be from North America 

Religion 31 would be Christian 

23 would be Muslim 

16 would not be religious or identify themselves 

as being aligned with a particular faith 

https://www.100people.org/statistics_detailed_statistics.php


15 would be Hindu 

7 would be Buddhist 

8 would believe in other religions 

First Language 12 would speak Chinese 

6 would speak Spanish 

5 would speak English 

4 would speak Hindi 

3 would speak Arabic 

3 would speak Bengali 

3 would speak Portuguese 

2 would speak Russian 

2 would speak Japanese 

60 would speak other languages 

Overall Literacy 86 would be able to read and write 

14 would not 

Literacy by Gender    90% of males would be able to read and write 

10% of males would not be able to read and write 

82% of females would be able to read and write 

18% of females would not be able to read and write 

Education 78% of eligible males would have a 

primary school education 

76% of eligible females would have a 

primary school education 

 

66% of eligible males would have a 

secondary school education 

63% of eligible females would have a 

secondary school education 



 

7 would have a college degree 

Shelter 78 people would have a place to shelter them 

from the wind and the rain, but 22 would not 

Urban/Rural 54 would be urban dwellers 

46 would be rural dwellers 

Drinking Water 91 would have access to safe drinking water 

9 would use unimproved water 

Food 11 would be undernourished 

Infectious Disease 1 would have HIV/AIDS 

1 would have tuberculosis 

Poverty 11 would live on less than $1.90 USD per day 

Electricity 82 would have electricity 

18 would not 

Technology 65 would be cell phone users 

47 would be active internet users 

95 live in an area with a mobile- cellular network 

Sanitation 68 would have improved sanitation 

14 would have no toilets 

18 would have unimproved toilets 
 

 


