
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

Subject: Canadian History Grade: 11 

Learning Outcome: 

Governance section: 

• G6 demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of the Canadian constitution 

Justice Section: 

• J5 analyse the evolution of the struggle to achieve rights and freedom 

Materials needed: 

• Printed copies of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

• ** For classes with a lot of adaptations, it might be best to pre-make to allow for better 

classroom control 

Introduction: 10 Min 

I would start class with this 6 min video that briefly goes over the charter of rights and freedoms. I 

think that it is good to include some multimodal aspects for students who might learn better from 

watching a quick video, and it would also add some perspective into analyzing the document 

(which can be a little dry) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAIM1qzO9_w 

 

Main Activity: 2 classes (1 for preparing presentation and 1 for presentation) 

In groups of 4 students (roughly 8 groups) students will be assigned one of the eight major sections 

of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms; Fundamental rights, democratic rights, mobility rights, 

legal rights, equality rights, official languages, minority language educational rights, and 

enforcement.  

 

In their groups, students are to read their section of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and they 

have 60 min to answer the following questions in a brief power point that will be presented to the 

class in a five minute presentation next class. 

 

Presentation Questions: 

1. What is your section saying? What rights does it give? 

2. Why is this section important to Canadian life? 

3. What would Canada look like if someone were to take this right away from Canadians? 

4. Are their any examples where people in Canada had their constitutional rights taken away 

or infringed on? 

 

Extra questions to answer individually: 

5. Can a country have a have a strong sense of a constitution without actually having a written 

constitution? If so, how? 

6. Is there an instance where a country ignored their constitution? And if so, what were the 

repercussions of that? 

Next class, students will present their research on their section of the charter of rights and 

freedoms.  

 

Independent Learning: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAIM1qzO9_w
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This assignment is hands on, and it allows the students to begin to research different aspects of the 

Canadian Constitution. Reading the constitution can be incredibly boring because it is written in 

legal terms and can be open to interpretation. By allowing students to work in groups and research 

one part of the constitution, it allows the students to really dig deeper in the importance of what the 

constitution is, without bogging them down with excess information. Then through the 

presentation of the material next class, it will work similar to a larger jigsaw because the other 

students will then educate each other based off of their individual sections. 

 

Critical Thinking Assessment: 

Students will look critically at the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, as they look at which 

sections they deem to be more important and why. Students will have their own independence 

when deciding what parts of their sections of the constitution to include and why it important. It 

allows students to have more freedom in deciding what they want to look at and research. 

 

 

Adaptations: 

 



 


